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GRAFFITI OF RESISTANCE
IN THE ARAB WORLD
BEFORE AND AFTER THE SPRING

Book Chapter
FORTHCOMING

2017

Chapter with a focus on pre-uprising 
graffiti and street art of resistance in 
the Arab world, and concluding analysis 
on the changes in aesthetics, trends and 
urban discourses during and after the 
uprisings for the upcoming book 
Street Art of Resistance.

Photo: We are all resistance from Palestine to Lebanon - Near Burj al Barajneh Palestinian 
refugee camp, Beirut - 2010.

http://www.ccp.aau.dk/activities/activity/street-art-of-resistance.cid264333


Featured photo essay on graffiti of the 
GCC in OXGAPS’s (Oxford Gulf & Arabian 
Peninsula Studies Forum) 2016 Autumn issue 
on Identity and Culture in the 21st Century 
Gulf.

"One can easily see the impact of the GCC 
cities’ rapid  modernization  by  looking  at  
their  visual  culture and urban discourse, 
which are manifest in graffiti. However, 
finding graffiti in the Gulf states  is  
challenging..."  (Read more)

Photo: Oh Allah, bless Muhammad & the family of Muhammad - Sar, Bahrain - 2010

WALLS OF THE GCC
GRAFFITI & STREET ART IN THE GULF

Photo Essay
Nov’ 2016

http://www.oxgaps.org/gulf-affairs/publications/identity---culture-in-the-21st-century-gulf
http://www.oxgaps.org/files/featured_photo_essay_jarbou.pdf
http://www.oxgaps.org/files/featured_photo_essay_jarbou.pdf


SYRIA’S GRAFFITI WARS Radio program
Sept. 2015

THE WHY FACTOR, GRAFFITI: 
WHY DO WE DO IT?

The BBC’s World Service hosted me on 
their radio program, The Why Factor, 
Graffiti: Why do we do it? to discuss the 
role graffiti played in the Syrian upris-ing.

Syria focus: 05:55, 10:27 and 15:02.

Photo: Proud Dar’a - Hamra - Beirut, Lebanon. 2011

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p033l4gg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p033l4gg


HAJWALAH 20 min 
Social Documentary 

June 2015

Hajwalah explores the city of Riyadh as seen through the lens of Rakan, a young male joyrider, and that of the filmmaker herself. 
It visualizes the city sprawl through driving with no direction.

Hajwalah has screened in six film festivals including 
the Saudi Film Festivals where it received a recognition 
award, Boston University Pardee School of Global Stud-
ies, two public screenings in Riyadh and is in the pro-
cess of being acquired by the NYU Abu Dhabi Library.

In the media:
-Muftah review
-Makkah Newspaper
-Raseef22

http://www.ranajarbou.com/work/#hajwalah_anchor
http://www.ranajarbou.com/work/#exhibition_anchor
http://muftah.org/rana-jarbous-hajwalah-riyadh-home/#.WEz0QZJfUpo
http://makkahnewspaper.com/article/118771/%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%A7/%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%AE%D9%84-%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%87%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9
http://raseef22.com/culture/2016/03/26/%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%9F/


WALLS OF CHANGE, 
VOICES OF YOUTH

MEDITERRANEAN GRAFFITI EXHIBIT 
CMI |Marseille

Mediterranean Graffiti
Exhibit & talk

 Dec ‘2014

Participation in the Center for Mediterranean 
Integration’s annual meeting: exhibit a col-
lection of graffiti and street art from the Arab 
world. 

Brochure photo

http://www.cmimarseille.org/blog/cmi-organizes-mediterranean-graffiti-exhibit-%E2%80%9Cwalls-change-voices-youth%E2%80%9D
http://www.cmimarseille.org/blog/cmi-organizes-mediterranean-graffiti-exhibit-%E2%80%9Cwalls-change-voices-youth%E2%80%9D


1001 WALLS Photo Exhibition 
Sept - Nov 2014

19 photos featuring graffiti and street art across 6 
Arab countries, exhibited at the Octagon in Santa 
Cruz Museum of Art and History. Themes ranged 
between identity, censorship and politics of space.

Photo: “Homeland is not the soil or place where a human is born, rather the place where 
he/she has the capacity of movement” Quote by Abdulrahman Munif - North Obhur, 
Jeddah - 2012.

MAH | Santa Cruz, CA

http://www.lulucarpenters.com/exhibits/2014/9/22/rana-jarbou-at-the-octagon


WALLS OF FREEDOM Chapter on pre-2011 
graffiti in Egypt 

May 2014

Chapter on pre-2011 graffiti in Egypt: “The Seeds of 
a Graffiti Revolution” for Walls of Freedom, a book 
documenting the stories of the graf-fiti revolution of 
Egypt up until 2014, including some background in-
formation on the graffiti scene prior to the uprisings.

Excerpt: We then went into the city’s small alleyways. 
What I saw there was very distinguishable from what 
I had seen in Cairo and in other regions. (Read more)

Photo: From the chapter, “The seeds of a graffiti revolution.”

http://wallsoffreedom.com/
http://egypt.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/21196/new-texts-out-now_don-karl-and-basma-hamdy-walls-o


THIS IS GOD’S SEA Writing Oct. 2013 
filmic essay 2012

A piece on the privatization of north Obhur 
seacoast in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ArteEast essay:
According to studies conducted in 2007 by the 
Saudi Commission for Tourism & Antiquities, 94 
per cent of the land on the shores of the sea from 
the borders of Jordan to Yemen are either private 
property, governmental or wildlife sanctuaries. 
(Read more)

Left stencil: national symbol + “private properties.” 
Right stencil: “This is God’s sea.” North Obhor - Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia - 2012.

Filmic Essay: Obhur  (Sail)

http://arteeast.org/quarterly/this-is-gods-sea/
https://vimeo.com/79563966


ERRORS ALLOWED Graffiti & street art of the 
Arab Uprisings

Talk & Library contribution 
June 2013Bjcem | Ancona, Italy

MEDITERRANEA 16 BIENNIAL

In facing a crisis of representation and traditional systems of knowledge, young artists presented different works allowing errors 
and dismantling the state narrative. 1001 Walls’s participation was illustrating different mappings of new systems of knowledge 
production and counter-narrative through graffiti and street art.

Feminism and womens presence

Traveling stencils

http://www.bjcem.org/
http://www.bjcem.org/2013/04/24/mediterranea-16-selected-artists/


WORDS ARE WEAPONS
GRAFFITI AND STREET ART OF 

THE ARAB UPRISINGS

Book Chapter
Spring 2013

A chapter on graffiti of the Arab uprisings of 2011 
for the new and revised edition of the book Arabic 
Graffiti.

Excerpt: “Alsha’b yureed isqat alnitham.” 
These words were weapons, and they were 
contagious. First chanted in Sidibouzid, these 
words derived from Abu al-Qassim al-Shabi’s 
famed poem “the will to live” became the 
revolution mantra. Immedi-ately after Egyptians 
successfully toppled Mubarak, a group of Syrian 
kids adapted their localized ver-sion of those 
words and sprayed “The People De-mand the 
Fall of the Governor” and “Your Turn has come, 
Doctor” on the walls of Dara’a.

Photo: "Support the Revolution" stencil design by @gue3bara - Beirut, Lebanon - 2011. 

http://www.fromheretofame.com/books/arabic.html
http://www.fromheretofame.com/books/arabic.html


IF WALLS COULD TALK “1001 Walls”
Photo exhibit & 

video loop
Dec. 2012

AN EXHIBITION THAT EXPLORES THE 
BARRIERS THAT SURROUND

BFH | Manama, Bahrain

Exhibition video: 1001 WallsPhoto exhibition:

https://ifwallscouldtalkexhibition.wordpress.com/press-coverage/
https://ifwallscouldtalkexhibition.wordpress.com/press-coverage/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KQy6MKwkbk&feature=em-share_video_user


INVERTED WORLDS 5-day
Intl’ conference

Oct. 2012
OIB | Beirut, Lebanon

CONGRESS ON CULTURAL MOTION IN THE ARAB REGION

Brochure photo: 
Al Dair - Bahrain

Participation: 
Slideshow projection & 2 installations:

-Icons, before & after the spring
-Countries & themes (matrix in progress)

Icons

http://www.perspectivia.net/publikationen/orient-institut-studies/2-2013
https://www.facebook.com/invertedworlds/photos/a.315518248547125.66715.315516615213955/315518251880458/?type=1&theater


OUR STREETS Newspaper 
graffiti of the 

Arab uprisings 
of 2011

ALAKHBAR NEWSPAPER: 2012 NY SPECIAL

Photo by Alia Haju. Ain Mreisseh, Beirut - Dec. 2011

Curated a selection of graffiti and street art 
from Arab countries that witnessed protest 
movements and uprisings for Al-Akhbar 
Newspaper. On the first day of the 2012 
new year, the newspaper was filled with 
graffiti stories across those movements 
(online and print).

http://english.al-akhbar.com/node/2950
http://al-akhbar.com/
http://al-akhbar.com/


WHAT DO YOU THINK 
ABOUT THE WRITING ON 

THE WALL?

Video
Summer 2010

Video includes iPhone interviews and interactions 
with passersby in 8 Arab countries: Syria, Lebanon, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Jordan and 
UAE.

Screenshot: Video edited by Mo Al Dee - Summer 2010 | Password: 1001walls2010

https://vimeo.com/80256546

	Brocure photo
	vimeo.com
	Obhur أبحر on Vimeo




